Food wrenching and dodging: use of action patterns for the analysis of sensorimotor and social behavior in the rat.
Developments of a procedure to study two movements, food wrenching (stealing food from a conspecific) and dodging (escaping with food from a conspecific), used in the competition for food by rats is described. These include, (A) procedures for adaptation, (B) procedures for filming and scoring, and (C) procedures for measuring dimensions of movements. The character of the movements have features of action patterns in the sense that the term is used by ethologists. It is suggested that they can be used to study the neural basis of complex sequencing of behavior as well as to study the neural basis of sensorimotor behavior and sensorimotor asymmetries.